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INLAND EMPIRE

P.O. BOX 834

SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92402

3/13/2005
TO:
PECG Headquarters

FROM:
Joya Gilster, President

SUBJECT:  Quarterly Report

 The big news for our section is about the Caltrans Design Sequencing project in Riverside, the 60/215/91 Interchange.  I believe it’s the second largest construction project for the state for this year, but don’t quote me on it.  The contractor for the project decided to leave the project complaining about all the Design changes that were happening.  When you have a Design Sequencing project, the plans for construction are completed in three phases, thus you are able to Design while constructing the project.  For this project, Caltrans has been doing the plans in phases, but there were a lot of corrections because the District wanted to get the plans right. He also complained that he under bid, and requires more money due to the rising costs of steel and concrete.  This incident did not go unnoticed, the Press Enterprise picked up on the story, as well as a couple of radio stations.  We’re still waiting to see if the District will find another contractor, or negotiate with the existing contractor to continue the work already completed.

The Section Scholarship committee co-chaired by Carlos Camarillo and Tim Sharp is in the process of finalizing the guidelines for the academic scholarship that will be sponsored by our Section.  Students who will benefit from this scholarship shall be pursuing one of the professions represented by PECG, and at-least one parent must be a PECG member in good standing.  The details of this scholarship will be listed on our website at www.iepecg.org when completed.

We recently had our Section Luncheon at the San Bernardino Hilton, with Art Duffy as our guest speaker, February 10th.  It was very successful, and we had nothing but positive comments about his visit.  Duffy discussed our dues increase and what PECG will be doing in the future.  He also discussed how the Governor’s budget might affect State Employee and pay parity.

On January 20th, Cathrina Barros came to the section and had a section lunch for the Supervisors.  She was able to discuss how our current MOU affects the supervisors, and pay parity.  She also talked a little about the Bay Bridge because that affects our image as state engineers.  Some of the Supervisors expressed concern that we as state engineers need to distant ourselves from Caltrans, so we can get the recognition we deserve.

We tried to coordinate for a group of PECG members to help volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, although it was unsuccessful, due to scheduling conflicts.  But we do have a PECG Section Officer that volunteers every weekend for Habitat for Humanity, Anthony Liao, and he’ll try to coordinate a date that will enable our PECG membership to volunteer.

We had a very eventful quarter, and we hope to have a better quarter ahead.  All the officers of this section would like to thank again the continued support from the PECG Corporate office.  
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